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Top Photography Tips
Safety

View wildlife from a safe distance for both you and the animal. If you disrupt an animal’s behaviour then you are too close. It is important to be patient and never force an action — some of the greatest shots are those that reflect the animal’s natural spontaneity.
Focus

Focus is an important element in photographing nature. It is important that the main subject is in focus. It can be an interesting effect to have certain parts of the image out of focus, which can be controlled using the aperture settings.

Capturing animal behaviour

When photographing animals, take a lot of photos. This will increase your chances of capturing that perfect moment. Remember to always be prepared and take spare memory cards.
Composing landscape photographs

Lines and angles in landscapes, like rivers, fences or roads, can direct the viewer’s attention in your photograph. Try choosing a spot where a major line in the scene leads you to a main point of interest in the photograph.

Avoiding camera shake
When using a slow shutter speed (less than 1/60 of a second), your camera must be supported to avoid camera shake. Tripods are great for supporting your camera but are often unsuitable in the field. Try using a small beanbag to rest your lens on and a shutter release cable or the self-timer function instead of your finger. When standing, brace your elbows against the sides of your body, exhale, and then take your shot.
Cold to hot

Because camera lenses can fog up with a sudden change in temperature and humidity, try warming up your camera by removing it from the case before you go into a hot environment. Once in a hot environment wait a few minutes for your camera to acclimatise before beginning to take pictures.
Inspiration

There’s no need to travel the world to take amazing photographs. Take the time to look out in your backyard or the local gardens. Start looking at things as if it were for the first time and investigate!  
All about experimentation

Experimenting will give great diversity to your photography. Sometimes viewing an everyday object from a different angle or in altered light can result in the most beautiful photographs. For example, try getting close to the ground so you are looking up to your subject. 
Photographing insects
Many insects can be found and photographed if you look in the right place. Look between the rocks or plants where many insects hide or feed. Insects are best photographed early in the mornings when the air is still cold, making them less active. Try using a macro setting on your camera for small objects close up — but watch that you have good light and make sure your camera is stable.
Black and white photography

When shooting in black and white, light becomes the most important part of the picture. Work at capturing the contrast of dark and light as it accentuates details of lines and shapes on the subject.
Lighting

Natural light, or the lack of it, can be challenging in photography. Dawn and dusk light is softer and can bring out the full colour of the subject. Midday light is harsher and more likely to cause over exposure. Changing the aperture a setting adjusts the width of the shutter letting more or less light into the camera and helps bring subjects into focus. Adjusting the shutter speed controls how long the shutter remains open to allow light in. Longer shutter speeds work well in poorer light conditions.
Composition
Get in close to your subject. Think about what needs to be in your shot and what distracts from the subject. Think about placement of the main area of interest – experiment with off-centring versus centring your subject in the frame to direct the viewer’s attention. 

Using aperture to focus

A smaller aperture setting, like f22, will give your photograph greater depth of field — bringing more of the surrounding environment into focus. A larger aperture setting, like f8, will give a smaller band of focus — subjects outside the band will be out of focus. 
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